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Hello and welcome to the December issue. We hope 
you all had a very Merry Christmas and we look 
forward to catching up with all of you for some great 

sailing in the new year. In this issue we feature stories and 
photos from the NSW State Titles. Congratulations to the 
2021 NSW state champions Rohan and Charlie Nosworthy. 
We welcome contributions to the Heron Newsletter. Please 
email any stories or photos to katedcarey@gmail.com.

2021 NSW State Champions Rohan Nosworthy and Charlie Nosworthy 
sailing 10359 Hooray for Birds

mailto:secretary@heronsailing.com.au
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National Heron Calendar 

Heron Sailing National Calendar
February 26/27 Heron Interclub 3/Camping Weekend Lake Macquarie NSW

March 12/13 Heron Singlehanded Titles Port Hacking NSW

March 12/13 SA State Championship Somerton Yacht Club SA

March 26/27 NSW Junior State Titles Dobroyd Aquatic Club NSW

April 23/24 Coffs Harbour Sprint Regatta Coffs Harbour NSW

April 30/May 1 Qld State Titles Jack Holt Regatta Lake Cootharaba Qld

November NSW State Titles

January 7-14 2023 62nd Heron Nationals Largs Bay SA

To keep us all aware of racing opportunities and to assist with planning sailing holidays we 
are compiling a rolling calendar of upcoming events. Please send any dates or even tentative 
dates for regattas in your area and we can let the wider Heron sailing community know.  Send 
dates and regatta details to katedcarey@gmail.com.

mailto:katedcarey@gmail.com
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Registration News

New member, Bill Olsen has built a new 
jig build Heron. Bill started building 
the Heron around the beginning of 

Sydney lockdown but was interrupted by 
home schooling and home commitments.  

Bill is a shipwright of 25 years and has plenty 
of experience working with timber. He says 
nothing about the build is super fancy, just 
neat and sensible looking. Western red cedar 
was used for the  structure, Gaboon ply and 
Silver ash trim. 

Bill launched 10357 Duck Duck Goose at 
Concord Ryde in late November where she 
reportedly performed beautifully. Bill teamed 
up with Ned Olsen to compete at Saratoga 
Sailing Club for the NSW State 
Championships (see photo on page 7).  

10357 Duck Duck Goose is a great addition to 
the Heron fleet. 
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Registration News
Last month I received an email from Bill Moore, 
who has bought Heron 6171. 

Bill lives in Shorncliffe Queensland and wanted 
to become a member to register his “new” 
boat. He also wanted some information and a 
contact in Brisbane so I directed him to Justin 
Carey and John Nobbs. 

I asked him to send me details & photos of his 
restoration project. 

Today Bill writes .... 

“My interest in Herons and sailing started when 
my Dad, John Moore, built Heron 3592 in the 
early 1960's and taught me the basics of sailing 
on the causeway lake near Yeppoon in 
Queensland but I'm afraid I didn't inherit his 
boat building skills. I have my Dad's 1966 
Heron Yearbook (from UK). I have attached a 
couple of pages which might be of interest”. 

The Yearbook attached below is fantastic 
information especially as the 7th Nationals 
were held in Largs Bay SA in 1965/66 ..... some 
56 years ago!  

And tonight (you wouldn’t believe it) Don 
Rantanen rang me to register his latest build. 
What a character- he has built a total of 61 
Herons and is still sailing. I related the above 
information and he told me that he sailed in the 
7th Nationals! 

I call that coincidence! 

Jim Fairlie - Registrar 
10182 Crazy Daze 

Pictures of Bill Olsen’s jig build Heron
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Victorian News
Vale Ray Hale                                  

17 June 1938 - 22 September 2021 

Heron great, Ray Hale sadly passed away in 
September. Ray was a champion Heron sailor 
for many years, and his son Wayne continues 
the Hale family Heron sailing legacy in Victoria.  
Ray won four Victorian State Titles in the late 
70s and early 80s and competed in many 
National titles coming 2nd in 1982 and 1983.  
Peter Carey recalls that he and Ray sailed in their 
first Nationals together at Balmoral in 1975. He 
has many happy memories of catching up with 
the Hale family at Nationals over the years. Peter 
says, “Ray was a great competitor and a joy to 
compete against. He was always at the front of 
the fleet.”  
Ray’s three Herons were 9104 Jugarwa, 6633 
Marianne and 9620 Bejugaraway. 
The Heron community sends our heartfelt 
condolences to Wayne and all the Hale family.  

Ray with son Wayne at Speers Point, Lake Macquarie 
Nationals  (1985/86) in 9620 Bejugaraway

25th Nationals - Perth (1983/84) 

24th Nationals - Lake Bonney SA  (1982/83) 

• 21st Nationals - Hervey Bay 1979/80                
5th place Ray Hale, VIC 9620 Bejugaraway 

• 22nd Nationals - Elwood Vic, 1980/81         
Equal 4th place Ray Hale, 9620 Bejugaraway 

• 24th Nationals - Lake Bonney SA, 1982/83      
2nd place Ray Hale, 9620 Bejugaraway 

• 25th Nationals - Perth 1983/84                          
2nd place Ray Hale, Vic 9620 Bejugaraway

Some great reading and photos of Ray Hale in 
past Heron Newsletters can be found through 
these links, and many other editions found in 
searchable digital format, on the Heron website. 

1981 June Newsletter  
1984 March Newsletter

http://www.heronsailing.com.au/Newsletters/19-2_1981_June.pdf
http://www.heronsailing.com.au/Newsletters/22-1_1984_March.pdf
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New South Wales News 

With a disrupted start to the season 
the NSW State Championships 
provided many with a fantastic 

chance to blow away the cobwebs.  And blow 
it did!  20 kts + greeted the 34 strong fleet on 
Saturday morning.  It was a fantastic turnout 
given the forecast and those who braved it 
were rewarded with a very smart regatta shirt 
and top class racing throughout the 
weekend. 

Saratoga Sailing Club hosted a fantastic 
weekend in challenging conditions.  The wind 
blew from the south over Saratoga and 
Pelican Island and across Broken Bay.  It 
produced a reasonably flat sea state with 
shifting winds that provided opportunity for 
those who picked the shifts best and those 
who could work their Herons onto the plane 
fastest.  

Only one race was possible on the Saturday 
due to the high winds and challenging 
conditions.  The entire fleet showed fantastic 
seamanship and determination whether 
leading the racing, finishing the race or just 
getting themselves safely back to shore in 
one piece.  21 out of the 35 boats finished 
the race with Rohan and Charlie Nosworthy 
giving their new boat a full workout to take 
line honours narrowly from Peter and Joel V 
and Ryan and Finnegan Savage. 

The fleet was greeted on Sunday by far more 
manageable conditions albeit they remained 
challenging with a solid 15 kt breeze blowing 
most of the day.  Three races were enjoyed by 
the fleet which was so eager to get racing 
that the first was started under black flag after 
two general recalls!   

NSW State Titles Report 
Saratoga Sailing Club 27/28 November 2021 

Brand new build 10357 Duck Duck Goose was launched 
at the 2021 NSW State Titles. Sailed by Bill Olsen and 
Ned Olsen (see story page 3)

10130 Raphael sailed by CathieClapham and Olivia 
Loring CRSC

10295 Red Santa - Zoe Sant and James Straffon, 10278 
Silver Feather - John Veale and Jack Powning, and 4750 
Foghorn Leghorn - Ian Macgregor and Dom Pudney
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New South Wales News 
The Nosworthy, Vaiciurgis and Finnegan 
families dominated the podium positions 
during the weekend.  Special mention to our 
National President Paul Armstrong and 
Xavier Waters who lead Race 2 eventually 
finishing fourth, to Chris Sant and Michael 
Straffon for an excellent third place finish in 
Race 3 and to Kylie and Mia V for taking out 
third place in Race 4. 

The handicap trophy was won by Isaac 
Pudney and Ethan Feng in their first regatta, 
finishing every race and improving 
throughout. 

Our Jr/Jr fleet provided great competition 
with Zoe Sant and James Straffon in 10295 
Red Santa sailing beautifully to take the 
spoils, making the long trip from Canberra 
well worthwhile. 

And finally, new for 2021 the much anticipated 
Team Competition! The results of the top five 
boats from each Club in each race counted 
towards a team result.  If a Club had less than five 
boats sailing then they counted “dummy boats” 
coming joint last.  The scoring system 
incentivised Clubs to bring as many boats as 
possible without excluding any Club from 
competing for the prize.  On scratch Concord 
Ryde took the win narrowly from Coffs Harbour 
with Port Hacking in third.  On handicap 
Narrabeen won from Port Hacking and Concord 
Ryde.   

Reflecting on another very successful State Titles 
the health of the Heron Class in NSW was clear, 
with four Jr/Jr crews competing, nine different 
clubs represented, brand new boats hitting the 
water and older boats being raced at the highest 
level, 21 out of 34 boats sailed by members of 
the same family, with close racing and smiles on 
everyone’s faces whether finishing in the front, 
middle or back of the fleet. 

We can’t wait for more of the same in 2022 with 
the Lake Macquarie weekend being the first 
opportunity on 26/27 February.  Put the dates in 
your diaries now and more details will follow in 
the New Year. 

9955 Excelerayson - Ed Yates and Alexander Yates

Top five winners on handicap 

The top three:1st Rohan and Charlie Nosworthy 10359 
Hooray for Birds, with 3rd Finnegan and Ryan Savage 
10299 Aloha and 2nd Peter and Joel Vaiciurgis 10353 Wise 
Old Owl.
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New South Wales News 

NSW State Titles Report 
Saratoga Sailing Club 27/28 November 2021 



National Heron Sailing Association of Australia Vol. 60 No. 4 December 2021

10

New South Wales News 

NSW State Titles Report 
Saratoga Sailing Club 27/28 November 2021 

Handicap winners Isaac Pudney and Ethan Feng in 
10255 Unleashed

NSW/ACT Junior Committee Report 
On the 28th of November we held the first 
NSW/ACT junior committee meeting.  

It was exciting to be able to chair a meeting of 
such enthusiastic young sailors.  

It was really good to hear ideas from juniors 
about how we can build the relationships 
between juniors in the class. Some of the 
standout ideas were: 

• Holding a movie night on the Saturday night 
of the states. 

• Having a shorter junior race at some point 
during the regatta ( this will give junior crews 
a chance to skipper in a friendly 
environment) 

These ideas have been passed to the NSW State 
Committee to action immediately.  

The Junior Committee will meet again at the 
Junior State Titles to be held at Dobroyd 
Aquatic Club on 26/27 March 2022. We hope to 
see as many Jr/Jr and Jr/Sr crews as possible for 
what is always a standout event in the Heron 
calendar.  

Zoe Sant  
10295 Red Santa James Straffon and Zoe Sant from 10295 Red Santa
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New South Wales News 

Tragically Narrabeen Lakes Sailing clubhouse 
was destroyed by fire on 27 November. 

Here are some photos of the devastating 
destruction and a story from the local paper.  

The club was closed when the blaze ignited 
at 5pm on Saturday, with many of its 
members away for a regatta. 
NLSC Commodore Aymeric Cabuil said he 
had just arrived home from the regatta when 
he received a call that the club was on fire. 
"We've got some members who were at the 
club for decades, so for them it's a lot of 
history that's gone," he said. 
Mr Cabuil said he was told the fire started in 
a separate business, Jamieson Park Paddle, 
which is located in the adjacent premises. 
A range of boats were locked inside the 
NLSC at the time of the fire, they include: 12 
learn to sail boats, three club boats, a 
committee boat, and 12 boats owned by 
members that had been stored at the club. 

Help out Narrabeen Lakes SC!  https://www.gofundme.com/.../narrabeen-lakes-sailing-club...

https://bit.ly/3xvffpW
https://bit.ly/3xvffpW
https://www.gofundme.com/f/narrabeen-lakes-sailing-club-rebuild?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_campaign=m_pd%20share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR1qXi1S_C31XEtDuOWhezaC0zAKdfdFY4bX3oPBpOSwRzqd1mZz6PoZmbc
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Narrabeen Scene

While much of the Narrabeen Heron 
fleet were enjoying the excitement 
of the NSW State Championships 

fire spread from the next door paddle shop 
and ripped through our little club.  We are all 
devastated, the club house holds so many 
fond memories for our present and past 
members  

Narrabeen Lakes Sailing Club has for much of 
its 100+ year life been dedicated to Heron 
Sailing in NSW.  The lake provides a perfect 
training ground for our youngsters and those 
new to the class and a level playing field 
offering close racing for all.  The fire 
destroyed four Herons and many other boats 
including our learn-to-sail fleet of Sabots and 
Optis.  

We are down but not out.  At Christmas time 
we can all believe in miracles and it certainly 
was a miracle that Rhys had brought our RIB 
with its brand new engine to support the fleet 
at the State Titles.  With a support boat, an 
oversized gazebo, an esky and an awful lot of 
enthusiasm from our dedicated members, we 
were back on the water the following week 
running a learn to sail program for the next 
generation of Heron champions and 
afternoon racing for those a little older and 
with slightly less untapped potential! 

We have been overwhelmed by the support 
from the Heron community.  A massive thank 
you to every single one of you who has 
supported us.  A special thank you to Port 
Hacking for inviting one of our young Heron 
sailors Alec Huxley to join forces with Port 
Hacking in the Sail GP Inspire program.  An 
equally large thank you to Concord Ryde for 
inviting us on their fantastic Sail GP cruise 
and sharing raffle proceeds.   

Our focus now is on rebuilding the club 
bigger and better with a focus on family 
sailing in the only boat  that provides the 
opportunity for us all to sail with our kids and 
grandkids at a high level.  The Heron class is 
the heartbeat of our club and our aim is to 
provide a perfect location for future Heron 
sailors to develop their skills and encourage 
the next generation onto the water. 

If you would like to help us with this mission 
then we encourage you to donate via https://
asf.org.au/projects/narrabeen-lakes-sailing-
club/ 

Thank you again from all the 
Narrabeen Heroners! 
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Queensland News

The Herons’ nest, six Herons, no room for cars in a Carey garage. 

The flock of Herons back on the Brisbane River for the new season and some tight racing at South Brisbane Sailing Club.

year old house paint, we gave her a fresh coast 
of 2 pack epoxy gloss, put on a new rig, did a 
general renovation of the interior including 
removing the back seat and reapplied the hand 
drawn artwork to the transom and bow.  

10275 - sCarey and 10280 - Little Miss Magic 
Thankfully no work needed on these two - just a 
quick polish and ready for the first race of the 
new season. 

Earlier this year we discovered a flock of 
Herons in our garage, six in total.  

5805 - Hazardous Jam
Requiring a little TLC, we fixed up some 
minor racing "bumps and bruises" after a 
year of heavy racing. (One of them provided 
by our National President - thanks Paul). 

9506 - Carew
We removed the floorboards and back seat, 
stiffened the floor with foam and glass. Plus 
resolved some structural issues with the old 
deck. 

9671 - Little Aussie
A few minor repairs were made to the old 
girl after another hectic season of racing and 
we replaced the trolley wheels with solid 
rubber (no more flat tyres for Little Aussie).  

9712 - Zen 
This boat is owned by the South 
Brisbane Sailing Club, and I (foolishly) 
volunteered to give it a winter 
makeover. Starting with removing the 20+ 
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9712 Zen is a great example of a simple 
renovation to bring a Heron back into the 
flock. 

 A fibreglass Mark 1 built in about 1980, Zen 
needed a bit of TLC and a few 
modernisations before being released back 
into the wild as a race-ready competitive 
Heron.  

This wave of Mark 1 boats, with a few simple 
renovations and improvements, are once 
again hitting the top of the fleet, lighter and 
stiffer than the day they were built. It’s 
proving to be an abundant and affordable 
way to build fleet numbers across the 
country.  

Another rehabilitated Heron released back in to the wild 

Like many clubs, we are constantly looking for 
good entry level options so we are turning more 
and more to the restored older Mk1 boats as a 
great option.  

9712 Zen will be used as a club boat at South 
Brisbane Sailing Club, a race-ready craft for 
prospective new comers to the class. Hopefully 
many of them to go on and purchase their own 
boat and start the great journey of Heron boat 
ownership.  

Justin Carey 

9671 Little Aussie 
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Please pay your registration
The new sailing season is here and invoices 
have been sent out via the Revsport 
platform to everyone so it’s time to pay your 
$40 annual fees. If you haven’t already, just 
click on the “pay icon” on your invoice. 
Members may log into the Revsport website 
to edit/update personal and boat details. 
For new members in your club, please 
advise application for membership is also 
through our Revsport website.  
The Revsport website is: 
 https://www.revolutionise.com.au/ 
If you are having difficulties or don’t have 
your login details these can be requested 
from the 
Registrar registrar@heronsailing.com.au and 
I will try to help. 

Jim Fairlie 
Registrar 
10182 Crazy Daze 

2023 Nationals 
The 62nd Heron Nationals are re scheduled for 

7 to 14 January 2023.  For more information, contact 
saheron@heronsailing.com.au 

Join in discussions and 62nd Nationals News on Facebook 

Click here 

After COVID enforced “gap” years in 2021 and 2022 we are 
looking forward to welcoming a big fleet from all states to our 

fabulous shores for a great regatta.  

So start planning your trip!  

And send us a message if you need any help.

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/nationalheronsa/
mailto:registrar@heronsailing.com.au
mailto:saheron@heronsailing.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HeronSailingAUS/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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